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Ash-Shafa'ah 

According to the Quran and Sunnah 


“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession 
will avail nothing except after Allah has given permission for 

whom He wills and pleases." 


(An-Najm 53:26] 


Al-Aqeedah 



Shafa'ah 


I ^L-AOEEDAH 

V 

Asking shafa'ah (intercession) from others than Allah - living or dead - is shirk 

akbar (major shirk) 
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In the name of Allah the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent. 


Shafa'ah is intercession and can be divided into a shafa'ah in this life and a shafa'ah in the 
next life. The shafa'ah in this life can be divided into two types. One, which is permissible 
and another one which is shirk akbar: 

1. The permissible intercession in dunya is the one where a Muslim asks another Muslim 
to ask Allah to forgive him or the like of this. In his heart, the person must depend 
on Allah alone to realize his aim and ward off what is disliked. He should know that 
this intercessor is no more than a mean which Allah has permitted to us, and that 
benefit and harm are in the hand of Allah alone. This meaning is expressed clearly in 
the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wa sail am). 

2. The type of intercession in this life which is shirk is where a person ask a living being 
for something which only Allah is capable of. Another example of this type is if he 
asks or calls upon a person who is not present and thereby giving him divine 
characteristics such as him being all-hearing. This is from the basic knowledge about 
Allah the Exalted that these things must only be directed towards Him alone. 

The shafa'ah of the next life is the intercession which will take place on the Day of Judgement 
when some will be allowed to intercede for others in front of Allah. There are narrations 
that inform us that Muhammad (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam ) along with others will be 
allowed to intercede, but the intercession still belongs to Allah and should at all times be 
asked for from Him - the Exalted. 


In a longer hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah (radiAllahu 'anhu ) the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi 
wa sallam ) said: 


iii \j &£ Jd ijjl ili IS j & f 


“Then it will be said to: 'O Muhammad, raise your head. Ask and you will be given, and 
intercede and your intercession will be accepted.'" (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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The shafa'ah of the next life has also been divided into two types. A type which is affirmed 
by Allah in the Quran and a type which is rejected by Allah. 


1. The affirmed type of intercession ( shafa'ah muthbitah ) in the next life is the one which 
is asked, wished and sought for from Allah alone. 

2. The rejected type of intercession ( shafa'ah manfiyyah) in the next is the one which is 
asked, wished and sought for from others than Allah the Exalted 

Both of the types of intercession in the next life will be described further in the rest of this 
article. Allah - The Exalted - clearly informs us that this intercession only belongs to Allah 
and therefore should only be asked for from Him: 


aJ apELaJI aW Ji (43) Ojbtstj E/ lyilS”"JJjl s-EELi aw( Oji \tj^ 

Oy*irp a1!) ^ (jbjS/tj OljLiAJl dJba 


“Have they taken others as intercessors besides Allah? Say: 'Even if they have power 
over nothing whatever and have no intelligence?' Say: ‘To Allah belongs all 
intercession. The Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth belongs to Him. Then to Him 

you shall be brought back.”’ (Az-Zumar 39:44) 

To Allah belongs all intercession and He is the one who gives permission to the one who 
gets to intercede on the Day of Judgement. Therefore logically and naturally He is the one 
who is asked for this intercession. This is because this shafa'ah is an act of worship which 
exclusively must be directed to Allah alone. So neither a dead person nor a living person 
should be asked for the shafa'ah which will take place on the Day of Judgement even if there 
exist narrations that these might or will be allowed to intercede that Day. 


There are many verses in the Quran with this meaning. Allah the Exalted says: 


“On that day no intercession shall avail, except the one for whom the Most Beneficent 
(Allah) has given permission and whose word is acceptable to Him." (Ta-Ha 20:109) 

Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan - rahimahullah - said regarding this verse: 


A^i ApLLiJL) OjilLl yp c o! <_Ql ‘-bj : aJI jjju# 


"So he clarified that this will not take place for anyone except by the fulfillment of two conditions: 
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. Kal-ao eedah ff?va \ 

1. With the permission to intercede from the Exalted Lord to the one who intercedes. 

2. Him being satisfied with the one whom intercession is made for.” 

(Fath Al-Majid Sharh Kitab At-Tawhid) 

So the one who asks anyone else than Allah - no matter if he asks a dead or living being - 
have annulled the second condition which must be fulfilled in order for the intercession to 
take place. Because Allah is only satisfied with Tawhid, and the one who asks anyone but 
Allah for the intercession in the next life have committed major shirk - which takes a person 
out of Islam and the doer will be considered as a mushrik - and thereby Allah is not pleased 
with him. Fie has left the fold of Islam and must hurry up in making tawbah and learn the 
Tawhid of Allah and act upon it until he dies. 

Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan - rahimahulldh - also said: 


Jl*J ill Jli 


"Allah the Exalted said: 


U Alt Alt Ocs- p ft * A Cl S/j La Alt Oj-S 

Ws- aJLAAv (3 oljLiAJl (3 


"And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they 
say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.’ Say: ‘Do you inform Allah of that which He 
knows not in the heavens and on the earth?’ Glorified and Exalted be He above all that 
which they associate as partners with Him!" (Yunus 10:18) 


t j^ jh (3 A jWf t Aill yS- yA bssjAb L. 

’ 3 ^^ Jtjs UA" 0 T 3 JI l*LA oJj&j c ojA- 


So look at how He forbade them the intercession due to the fact that they asked for it from someone 
else than Allah, and He informed that it is impossible for them to achieve it by asking for it in this life 
from someone else than Hun. And this is the shafa'ah which the Quran has rejected, just as He the 
Exalted said: 


(*-* AIaA S_L>- aA ffc ijt IjJ tjJLfljt Ij-LaT jJt Lgjt b 

0j-UUaJt 
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"0 you who believe! Spend of that with which We have provided for you, before a Day 
comes when there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the 
disbelievers who are the wrong-doers." (Al-Baqarah 2:254) 


:j,u; JiSj 


And the Exalted said: 


byy gJJ, fjj aJjS jy> p> yfj ^4) Jl ^ by\£ jy_ 


JJl 


4 j 



"And warn therewith (the Quran) those who fear that they will be gathered before their 
Lord, when there will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for them besides Him, 

so that they may fear Allah." (Al-An am 6:51) 


i__ jJ>\ <. *-2as- j^wLjsj LiU Olyill apLlJuJI L»lj <. y jjjJl y* 4AJ.I AplAiJl oJ^j 


So this is the rejected shafa'ah in which there is shirk. Regarding the shafa'ah which the Quran has 
affirmed, then it has verily confirmed it only with two very important conditions; (1) The permission 
of the Lord to the one who intercedes and (2) Him being satisfied with the one for whom intercession 
is made. And He is not pleased with any of the six religions which are mentioned in His words: 


L |*A Ailt 0) \^yx\ yj2\j \y*\ 0) 

'jff ^Js- aIjI 


"Verily, those who believe and those who are Jews, and the Sabians, and the Christians, 
and the Magians, and those who worship others besides Allah, truly, Allah will judge 
between them on the Day of Resurrection. Verily! Allah is Witness over all things." (Al- 

Hajj 22:17) 

Jli Li" aJUA oLc^/l 


Except with the iman which root and foundation is Tawhid and ikhlas, just as He the Exalted said: 

o & ^ 0 , 

Ajib 1 .S y* 


"Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His Permission?" (Al-Baqarah 2:255) 
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: Jiij 


And He said: 


OjjiiAJa Or? ^*3 dyiiOO Vj 

"And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased. And they stand in 

awe for fear of Him." (Al-Anbiya 21:28) 


:Ji5 j 


And He said: 


s-LOo Aill 030 01 0 .xj l_LwJi ^r\xf-\jlX*> OljOOOJl (3 dJ-0 4 Jr* 

"And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except 
after Allah has given permission for whom He wills and pleases." (An-Najm 53:26) 

: JU; Jis j 


And He the Exalted said: 

% U 'J&s jJjJ j#Jl jo f $ aL j \j oljUAJl jU- <jjJ\ i&l 01 

0jJ3oj *A®1 ojoIpIj Aiil aJ5) Xxj 

"Surely, your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days and then 
istawa (rose over) the Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty), disposing the affair of 
all things. No intercessor (can intercede with Him) except after His Permission. That is 
Allah, your Lord; so worship Him (Alone). Then, will you not remember?" (Yunus 10:3)" 

(Ad-Durar As-Saniyyah 15/140-141) 

Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Hasan - rahimahulldh - also said: 

IjjtiLio 01 Lcj 5li£l 0(j (jd; aJ)1 jA o^po 00 

^ ^ 111 : J^JLj iA^JO rj£ Yj i Ah' oJj>-j aJ cJlS" lili caJ apLaOJI 01 tdlli auI aSj c^pI-OU 
.aJOj LA"”1 yAj caao ^*jLxo 01 030 (_$aJl jA (_)0tJ aJY $05 
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"Verily invoking others than Allah is misguidance and shirk which annuls Tawhid, and verily taking 
intercessors is by invoking them and seeking refuge with them and asking them to intercede for the 
one who invokes. Verily has Allah forbidden this and clarified that intercession belongs to Him alone. 
So if it belongs to Him alone then it is not asked for from anyone except its Owner. So a person should 
say: ‘O Allah let Your Prophet intercede for me', because He the Exalted is the one who allows for the 
one who intercedes to intercede for the one which religion He is pleased with. And that is al-ikhlds 
(i.e. sincerity in the religion by dedicating it only to Allah) just as it has gone forth." (end quote) 

(Bayan Al-Mahajjah fi Ar-Rad 'ala Al-Lajjah 1/238) 


Ibn Kathir - rahimahullah - said regarding the following verse: 

o ^ jjj ^ ^ 

s-bob 3AJ oib ilM Xxj IlA otjlAdJt 3 did* 


“And how many angels are in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except 
after Allah has given permission for whom He wills and pleases." (An-Najm 53:26) 

liAhp c Ail! Xss- ojjii ap-LaO OjA^bbl bgd i0y>rj c aSO*)U.I 3 Id* oV lib 

? bdi 3P (Jylj t aJAj 3^ oi Jj i. oil *)!j 


"So if it is like this regarding the close angels then how can you - O you ignorant - wish the 
intercession from these rivals with Allah. He has not legislated the worship of them nor has He 
allowed it. He has rather forbidden it upon the tongue of all His messengers and revealed the 
forbiddance of this in all of His books." 

(Tafsir ibn Kathir) 

Ibn Al-Qayyim - rahimahullah - said regarding seeking intercession from others than Allah: 


Ojid <. £jidl aJ LL OjOjo Id l £ jjlxX; 3 ^ ‘-r-’A-'Al oil Aos Jjj 

3^0 i ob c oJltAU ISvjjOj ijV iSCJL* 3 ^! 4 ob oJjIp Xjjj ll 0 JJb« b») ojj* 3 ^ aA^>- As 

Lj 'y> LA I t Oljll 4i)l ^As . o-Up IxAo jlA 1 b)b <• IaJ hot* olS"” aJ iS-djOi 

ap-Lao cAlj c iijJuLl L^JAj 3d apLaOJIj 0y^lAlU AfT/bJlj oJdll ^As & 3i 3-* t 

AJib apUoJI t iijAl l$b 
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"Allah has verily removed all of the reasons that the mushrikun cling on to. Because the mushrik he 
takes his worshipped object due to some benefit that he can achieve, and the benefit cannot be from 
anyone except someone who has one of the following four characteristics: 

1. Either he owns that which is wanted by the one who worships him 

2. If he is not an owner then he is a partner of the owner 

3. If he is not a partner to him then he is his helper and supporter 

4. If he is not a helper nor a supporter then he is one who makes intercession with him 

And Allah - the Praiseworthy - has negated these four levels with a systematic negation from the 
highest to the lowest (of the levels). So He negated the ownership, partnership, support and the 
intercession which the mushrik asks for, and he confirmed an intercession which the mushrik has no 
part in, and that is the intercession with His permission." 

(Madarij As-Salikin 1/601) 

Ibn Al-Qayyim - rahimahulldh - also said: 


jAj aL«_£- As ail ji C-Al Ob . jilxj! ihjMt (J—A <. . apIjjI 

a1_£j>- IJL&j . AjOi aJ jl aJL^jj Aj OjIsCM C 1btij A^uiJ oJ-b*. V 

t jLifLcjj c Aji*)/ A^JlstiA ^ 4 aJSO amI Jjlp aJ 01 jJJL> 'I Ajb . 

ijiS] £j:_ I0_a 


"And from its types - i.e. shirk - is asking for needs from the dead and seeking help from them. This 
is the foundation of the shirk in the world. The actions has verily been brought to an end and he owns 
not benefit or harm for himself, not to mention for those who seeks help from him and asks him to 
intercede for them with Allah. This is from his (the one who asks) ignorance regarding the one who 
intercedes and the one with Whom intercession is made. Because he (i.e. the one the mushrik asks 
besides Allah) is not able to make intercession for him with Allah except with His permission, and 
Allah has not made him seeking help from the dead and asking him a reason for His permission. Verily 
is the reason the complete Tawhid. So this mushrik comes with the reason that prevents the 
permission." 

(Madarij As-Salikm 1/346) 

Shaykh Al-Islam Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab - rahimahulldh - said: 
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cAXpLLi U Jj cV_g_oo Jol oL a^SvJ^ iJJLs VL^-a» JuJj i_S^^ ap-LLi jSsaJI ;Jli jli 

IjJbJ Jli Li" a3j Lg_lS^ APli-iJl 


"If foe (fofoe mushrik) then says: 'Do you reject the intercession of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu 
alayhi wa sallam) and free yourself from (having any need of) it?' Then say: I do not reject it, and nor 
am I free of having any need of it. Rather he is the one who will intercede and the one whose 
intercession will be granted and I hope for his intercession. However, all intercession belongs to Allah 
alone, as He the Most High said: 


l kJr Iplili! ij Jji 


"Say: To Allah belongs all intercession.” (Az-Zumar 39:44) 


JP- Jli \~oS~ 4A&I XjU JA 

And then it does not take place except after the permission of Allah, just as He - the Mighty and 
Majestic - said: 

AjSlj jJl 13 jy 

"Who can intercede with Him except after His permission?" (Al-Baqarah 2:255) 

jS' (Jli Aji Ai)l jib ol -b>-l ^ 

And intercession is not made for anyone except after Allah has granted permission regarding him 
(i.e. that he can be interceded for), just as He - the Mighty and Majestic - said: 

"And they do not intercede except for the one with whom Allah is pleased." (Al-Anbiya 

21:28) 


J j>-j jp- Jli 1*5 "yj 


And He is not pleased except with Tawhid, just as He, the Most High, said: 
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"And whoever follows a religion other than Islam (i.e. Tawhid), then never will it be 

accepted from him." (Ali 'Imran 3:85) 


jib aSiI jib -b>-l ayS- ^gJl 

. IwLa (JlLolj 0(3 Ajti-i t'Upbbji ^ :<_)^5L® 


CAjiJ Jjij ^y> j^S\J *b(j CAU bglS^ 4^-bLiJl C-olS"' lili 

A^_a l^Jjsli 4i) I^IT AP-bijJl jl jJJ JJl 


So when all intercession belongs to Allah alone, and it cannot take place except after His permission, 
and the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) or anybody else cannot intercede for anyone unless 
Allah grants permission for this person, and He does not grant permission except for the people of 
Tawhid, then it will have become clear to you that all intercession belongs to Allah alone and I seek 
it from Him alone. So I say: 'O Allah do not prevent me from his intercession' and 'O Allah let him 
intercede for me', and what is similar to these words. 

\ Jlii ljjs> iilij AtbLiJl olkc-f iftl jl i^ljAli .<&! oUas-t bf bt^ APbLiJl ^kf-l ^^Jl :Jli jli 


If he then says: 'The Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has been given the right of intercession 
and I merely ask him from that which he has been given'. Then the answer is that Allah has indeed 
given him the right of intercession but He has forbidden you from this (i.e. asking the Prophet 
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) for it). So He said: 

|J_>-I aUI 'fj 


"And do not call upon anyone besides Allah." (Jinn 72:18) 

] j f Ajtlsli jl 4i)l i^jS~ lili 

So if you were to call upon Allah (asking Him) that He should let His Prophet intercede for you, then 
you have obeyed Him in His saying: 

|Ji>-l Alii Ij^-Jj 


"And do not call upon anyone besides Allah." (Jinn 72:18) 

^j&li^pl j) : Jjijl Jsle-bJjj/lj Oyu lJUj aSsj*)U*I jl ^jJl CfA I £ £-1 A^-bLjJl jli 1 jgjlj 
olke-l 4*^ :cJi jlj tA^US"Jj <&\ jS"i jdl j^J-UaJl ioLp J,l IJla cAS jli bgJJsli A^bLiJl 

. 4 S 1 I olLipl bf aJJsI blj ApbLbJl 4 S 1 I 
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Also, intercession has been given to other than the Prophet (sallAllahu alaihi wa sallam). It is 
authentic that the Angels will intercede, likewise the awliyd (close friends) of Allah, and also others 
(who died before the age of puberty). Will you then say (and argue) that Allah has given them the 
right to intercede, and hence I ask for this intercession from them? If you were to say this, then you 
have reverted back to the worship of the righteous which Allah has mentioned in His Book. And if 
you were to say 'No', then your claim that 'Allah has given him (i.e. the Prophet) the right to 
intercede, and I merely ask him from that which he has been given', is actually falsified." 

(Kashf Ash-Shubuhat) 


Shaykh Al-Hazimi - may Allah preserve him and hasten his release - said regarding asking 
a living person to intercede for you if Allah accepts him as a shahid: 


i a_AI d)l f\ l jbJl * 1 / d)l ? gJJaS""c a^^Wl (_j S^LLiJl) aa1*x« ^a aUA L»l 

Ajl I-La <3 gJJjJj i Ajji^- ajji-ygll aUA UtAp- i LJjJl (_j JjSsj (—dldl 

1)1 f c jUl ")l 1)1 a^LaJI adI ojs- d, ^jLil : aJ Jli ! Xjj s.L>- lili <. IUa c jAI 

aJA t yf \ i! \jJm ? liLo aJI aUA (j 1_ jW>- *1/ c yf I iljJj aJLi ? I Sic aAp . 5 y<L< aaAI 

! (J yAJ L Ia-Ua f La-U s s-\y» c (_}L*j Aiil yS- y* s-Lf-Uil (_JLls y° f c 4i)l yjti ApLLiJl ( 

i wC>-lj 


"Regarding this type (of intercession) then it is connected to intercession in the next life, right? That 
the person does not want to enter the fire or that he wants to enter paradise directly. But he asks for 
this intercession in this life. So this type is different than all the other types. And that's why the basis 
in this type is that it is shirk akbar. That is the basis. So ifZayd comes to 'Amrand tells him: 'Intercede 
for me with Allah the Exalted on the Day of Judgement that I will not enter the fire or that I will enter 
paradise directly', then we judge it as what? (We judge it) as it being shirk akbar and there is no 
disagreement regarding the fact that it is what? Shirk akbar! Because it is from the type of directing 
(the worship of) intercession to others than Allah the Exalted or from the type of asking for du'afrom 
others than Allah the Exalted. It doesn't matter if He connects his statement or he does not connect 
it. We say: the hukm is the same." 

Comment: What is meant here by connecting the statement is that one might say: 'Intercede 
for me with Allah on the Day of Judgement' while another may connect the words and add: 
'If Allah accepts you as a shahid and allows you to intercede'. Both statements are shirk 


11 



■ KAL-AOEEPAH S£££}\ 


Shafa'ah 


because the intercession on the day of Judgement belongs only to Allah and cannot be asked 
from anyone but Him alone. 

Shaykh Al-HazimI - May Allah preserve him and hasten his release - continues to say: 


f\ c byjjel.1 ? liL* a^* j] L«S"" <. yS^ Id* c 4S -LLiJl gjdbl <. apLlJaJI <. yS^ aJI y 

JL, lit wUu>- t A^LLiJl Si t J.UJ Al ys- Uo t (JbJ 4 S 1 I jA JL. aJI ? <u53>- U . aJ-I : aJ Jls 

*i Lc wCj2j . e A~\ a t Lo ^1 ^1 0 IS"* $.1^^ a c a\iI y^ L^o wLa3 axj! a£-IjlJ3I 

ipLLi ^ iolgjjl aJ t ^laj jjf aj jJJall apUjJI ad* : Jjij yy>- <. yS'\ l sy jUs ? lit* jUs J,Uj aSj! *^1 aAp 
^IjjI A>-yJl O^Svj c (3W , “" La>- 01S”^Jj dyk'd.! ^1 A^-yJl <3 jySd aiy>- ( JhMy l oy>- J yi Jj 


ajjI 1_aS s-lc-aJI j^ L il Lot^-j 


. I r. ill 


"The basis is that it is shirk akbar. (For example to say:) We ask you for intercession' (or) 'I want 
you to intercede', this is shirk akbar just as if he asked for what? Forgiveness. Or as if he said to him: 
'Enter me into paradise'. What is his hukm? That he has asked someone else than Allah the Exalted 
and invoked other than Allah the Exalted, because intercession is du'd (invocation) so if he asked for 
intercession from others than Allah the Exalted then he has verily invoked others than Allah the 
Exalted. And whoever invokes a creation, no matter if it be a living, dead or absent person - and to 
the living is added that it is something which he is not capable of- then it becomes what? It becomes 
shirk akbar. So we say: This intercession which is asked for from the one whom he thinks will achieve 
shahadah (martyrdom) is the intercession which takes place in the next life. So the mistake is then 
turning to a creation - even if he is living which will be discussed later - it (i.e. the mistake) is in 
turning to a creation with a type from the types of du'd. So we have returned to du'd being directed 
towards other than Allah the Exalted. 

apLLxJIj c LiaJl 1 dJaJlj c 5^1 <3 apLLxJI ^-LiLI o^>- 5 yi J 5 ( jcil ap-LLxJI L_*> a^lAI AP-LLiJl lit 

a js- f ^jLil t o^S-^l j apLLxJI aiy>- <. aaAI J^a^ jl jl jbJl jl t OjS-*yi (3 lei 

Jjs- APliJJl jl c yS'^l djJxJl ^-jyl /y fy Id* c LjaJl <3 ? liL* ^JJaJlj c cyS-^l <3 ApfiaxJl Ail! 

ApLj-Xy — axJ 3 Af-LLa: jLf-jj A*ll Jj&I 


So the specific intercession here is the intercession which occurs in the next life (on the Day of 
Judgement). And the request for it takes place in this life. And the intercession is in the next life which 
means that (what is wished for is that) he does not enter the fire or that he enters paradise directly. 
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So the place for this intercession is in the next life. 'Intercede for me with Allah', this intercession 
takes place in the next life. And the request takes place where? In this life. This type is from the types 
of shirk akbar and it is well-known that the intercession according to the people of knowledge is of 
two types. One shafa'ah muthbitah (affirmed intercession) and a shafa'ah manfiyyah (rejected 
intercession). 


apULOJIj c y aj l jJi LgjiJ! ( jJl apLL iJl ? y L® i3jA\j c ^Ls^l IJLaj 

. aDI yJr yA oJlA Aj^iJl jjjJtC <• AjS^JuU AjjI~*J.I 

AP-LLj® g * ^Ixj auI Cj* ■J-I 2 JI OlS"" Oli l aJJI jT- yA auI y> ? jA [a ys-y)\ ijy f\ AjCh)\ li| 

axjIJ apLLJiJI 01 t <ufT^ Li'l U_a a^jjaLIj c a^Ol® apLLj® c-^L/23 a\)I jA lllb OIS" - c a^JL® 

*^1 APlijJl 0*i/ C Cjf 2 A 1 4i)l IAwL» 3 t Jjfcl 'tkf-J Jj?- La-Ls 


77Tere is ijma' (consensus) regarding this. And what is the difference between the two types of 
intercession? The intercession which the Legislator (i.e. Allah) has affirmed is the one which is asked 
for from Allah. And the intercession which equals shirk - which means that it is shirk - is the one 
which is asked for from others than Allah. 

So what is the criterion or the difference between the two types? Asking for it from Allah and asking 
for it from others than Allah. So if it asked for from Allah then it is an affirmed intercession and if it 
is asked for from others than Allah then it is a rejected intercession. And what is meant by rejected 
here is that it is shirk. There is no doubt that the affirmed intercession has been connected by the 
Creator - Mighty and Majestic is He - Allah the Exalted connected it with two conditions and the 
intercession will not be correct except when both of these conditions are fulfilled (at the same time). 

.aJ oUbj ; (3^ 01 au! Oil ! Jj^l 


**i/l *b!l AXJtll ApLLiJl JiJO- c A*jOJ.I AP-LLiJl y jy*i ? liL® jyji ^^>-*^1 Oj.2 ^jwLusJl Jj>-I - ju>- a 


The first: The permission of Allah for the one who intercedes to intercede. 

The second: That Allah is pleased with the one whom intercession is made for. 

One of the conditions being present without the other one is considered as what? It is considered as 
a rejected intercession. The affirmed intercession will not be fulfilled except by the presence of both of 
the conditions." 
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Shafa'ah 


Kal-ao eedah jpgj\ 

v. 

(Taken from transcript of the audio lecture: Al-Qawl As-Sadid Fi Hukm Talab Ash-Shafa'ah 
Min Ash-Shahid (The appropriate word regarding the judgement of asking for intercession 
from a martyr) - the first lesson) 

These words should serve as a sufficient explanation and clarification that the shafa'ah in the 
next life which is asked for from others than Allah, is directing the worship of shafa'ah to 
others than Allah and whoever does this has committed shirk and is a mushrik and not a 
Muslim. 

All praise is due to Allah Lord of all the worlds and may the peace and blessing be upon 
Muhammad and his family and companions. 


Written by: Abu Hajar (19/7/1438 Hijri, or 15/04/2017) 
Corrected by: Tariq 
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